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UNCLAS ALARACT 085/2002

SUBJ:CLARIFYING ENLISTED SEPARATION POLICY FOR ILLEGAL DRUG ABUSE

1.  REFERENCES:

     A.  AR 600-85 (ARMY SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAM (ASAP))

     B.  AR 635-200 (ENLISTED SEPARATIONS)

     C.  AR 135-178 (ENLISTED ADMINISTRATIVE SEPARATIONS)

2.  PARAGRAPHS 1-35, 12-11, 12-17, AND 13-9 OF THE CURRENT EDITION OF AR 600-85, DATED 1 OCTOBER 2001, GENERALLY REQUIRE THAT ALL ACTIVE ARMY AND RESERVE COMPONENT SOLDIERS WHO ARE IDENTIFIED AS ILLEGAL DRUG ABUSERS BE PROCESSED FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SEPARATION. THIS POLICY CONFLICTS WITH EXISTING PROVISIONS OF AR 635-200 (PARAGRAPH 14-12C) AND AR 135-178 (PARAGRAPH 12-1D).

3.  COMMANDERS WILL FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE IN AR 600-85.  IN THIS REGARD, IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT AR 600-85 REQUIRES INITIATION OF SEPARATION PROCEEDINGS, BUT DOES NOT MANDATE DISCHARGE.  THE SEPARATION ACTION WILL BE INITIATED AND PROCESSED THROUGH THE CHAIN OF COMMAND TO THE SEPARATION AUTHORITY, WHO WILL EXERCISE DISCRETION, ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS, IN DIRECTING RETENTION OR DISCHARGE OF THE SOLDIER.

4.  AR 635-200 AND AR 135-178 WILL BE AMENDED TO BE CONSISTENT WITH AR 600-85.

5.  EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS MESSAGE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.

6.  POC FOR THIS MESSAGE IS MR. JOHN SLONE, GS-13, MILITARY PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST, ARMY G-1 @ DSN 224-7281, COMM (703) 614-7281, JOHN.SLONE@HQDA.ARMY.MIL.
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