MCDS-NI
  15 October 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL FORT LEWIS DENTAC PERSONNEL

SUBJECT:  Retiree and Family Member Care Policy

1.  In consonance with a downsizing Army, routine dental care for retirees and family members has been reduced throughout the Army Dental Care System.  This command recognizes that family members of active duty soldiers, retirees and their family members are eligible for space available dental care; however, priorities set by law and the management guidelines established by the Department of Defense severely regulate the limited space available care.

2.  In the past, the Fort Lewis Dental Activity was able and pleased to provide routine dental care on a standby basis to retirees and family members.  Unfortunately the world events of the past few years, the so-called peace dividends, and drastic reductions in the U.S. Army, have adversely affected resources and staffing.  Family members and retirees are offered the opportunity to get Dental Insurance; however, in limited circumstances (i.e., active duty soldiers ineligible for dental insurance) space available care is available.  We will continue to provide retirees and family members emergency care on a standby basis.

3.  Emergency care is defined as follows:


a.  Treatment to eliminate acute pain.


b.  Elimination of acute infection.


c.  Control of bleeding and/or swelling.


d.  Treatment of trauma to teeth, jaws, and associated structures.


e.  Dental care needed as an adjunct to ongoing medical or surgical treatment.

4.  We wish we could treat every family member and retiree, but the simple truth is that with the cut in dollars and manpower resources, we no longer have the staff to do so.  Our primary mission is dental service to the active force, and we must expend every man-hour and dental dollar toward maintaining the combat readiness of the active duty soldier.
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5.  We hope you will understand the position we have been forced into during these changing and uncertain times.  If you require further explanation or information, please contact the undersigned at (253) 968-4035.



  //Original Signed//



HENRY C. SEYMOUR



Colonel, Dental Corps



Commanding

