MCDS-NI

15 October 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL FORT LEWIS DENTAC PERSONNEL

SUBJECT:  Fort Lewis Medically Adjunctive Dental Care Policy

1.  REFERENCE (S):


a.  AR 40-3, Medical, Dental and Veterinary Care


b.  HSC Pamphlet 40-11, 24 May 1991


c.  Policy Letter, 18 Dec 92, MG Cameron

2.  Medically Adjunctive Care is defined as dental care necessary to improve or ameliorate systemic medical conditions.  This requires certification by both the referring physician and dentist that such care is essential to the control of a patient’s medical or surgical disease/condition.  Documentation of the medical condition can by accomplished using the SF 513 (Medical Record Consultation Sheet), the SF 603 (Health Record – Dental), or the SF 600 (Health Record – Medical).  Medically adjunctive dental care may include one or more of the following services:


a.  Examination and diagnosis upon written request of a military physician or civilian practitioner.


b.  Elimination of infection or diseases of hard and soft tissue in the oral maxillofacial complex.


c.  Temporary restoration of decayed/fractured teeth.


d.  Surgical correction of developmental or acquired dentofacial deformities.


e.  Elimination of life-threatening oral conditions in conjunction with a medical/surgical disease.  Examples include oral cancer, severe infection and facial fractures.


f.  Permanent restoration of teeth or dental prostheses injured, affected or fractured during medical/surgical management of disease or condition at a military medical facility.


g.  Hospital inpatients with dental emergencies or conditions which must be treated prior to a medical/surgical procedure.
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h.  Outpatients who must be hospitalized for dental treatments.

3.  Examples of medical conditions, which may qualify for medically adjunctive care:


a.  Radiation therapy patients.


b.  Active chemotherapy patients.


c.  Renal Dialysis/Organ transplant patients.


d.  Pre-prosthetic heart valve surgery or pre-total joint replacement surgery evaluation.


e.  Uncontrolled or poorly controlled diabetics.


f.  Patient requiring IV antibiotics for dental care.


g.  HIV positive patients whose care must be coordinated with their physician.


h.  Patients on active immunosupressant therapy.


i.  Bleeding disorders or anticoagulant therapy requiring the alteration of medications or administration of blood products prior to dental treatment.


j.  Patients sustaining injuries to teeth or prostheses during a stay at a military medical facility.

NOTE:  Medically adjunctive dental care is aimed at timely elimination of oral sources of disease and infection in management of a patient’s systemic medical problem.  It is not intended to provide all-inclusive comprehensive lifetime dental care.  Replacement prostheses for extracted teeth generally will not be provided.  Patients with chronic qualifying medical conditions will be evaluated on an annual basis.

4.  Most patients with medical conditions can be managed safely in a private dental office after appropriate consultation with the patient’s physician.  Examples of medical conditions commonly referred to the dental clinic which do NOT qualify as medically adjunctive include:


a.  Uncomplicated pregnancy.


b.  Patients who can be managed with oral antibiotic prophylaxis in a non-hospital setting.
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c.  Dental prostheses to improve ability to chew food.


d.  TMJ complaints.  Exceptions to this would include dislocations, acute open lock or closed lock emergencies, and patients requiring second opinions as to the necessity of joint surgery by a civilian practitioner.  TRICARE currently provides coverage for splint therapy and four visits at a civilian dental office.

5.  In the current changing environment of the military medical system, it is not unrealistic to expect changes in the above policy due to staffing, budget and mission requirements.

                                                                                        //Original Signed//



HENRY C. SEYMOUR



Colonel, Dental Corps
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