MCDS-NI (40-66)
15 October 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL FORT LEWIS DENTAC PERSONNEL

SUBJECT:  Dental Records Accountability

1.  Dental Treatment Facility (DTF) commanders will be the official custodians of dental records at their DTF.  Army dental records are the property of the government and will remain in the custody of the DTF at all times, except when being transferred directly from one DTF to another.  The dental records are the government’s record of the dental care it has rendered and must be protected.  Upon request, the patient may be provided with a copy of their record, not the original (AR 40-66, Para. 1-5a, b).

2.  Soldier Readiness Processing Requirements (AR 600-8-101):


a.  The appropriate record custodian will have on file a complete dental record for each soldier.  As duplicate panoramic radiographs are no longer stored centrally for soldiers, it is incumbent upon DTF’s to have immediate access to dental records if needed for forensic purposes.


b.  Soldiers in dental classification 3 or 4 will be referred for dental treatment.

3.  Dental records of deployed soldiers will not accompany them, but instead will be retained at the DTF providing primary care.  This also applies during limited contingency operations (AR 40-66, Para. 5-30a, c).

4.  Dental records will not be taken on TDY trips, regardless of duration.  In the event that dental care is believed necessary during TDY, a duplicate dental record may be made and carried with the soldier.  (Review with dental officer if there are any questions.)

5.  Keep this memorandum at the reception desk of your DTF for reference.  Enclosed are excerpts of AR 600-8-101 referencing the dental requirements for in and out processing.


                                                             //ORIGINAL SIGNED//



Encl

HENRY C. SEYMOUR



Colonel, Dental Corps



Commanding

