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              15 October 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL FORT LEWIS DENTAC PERSONNEL

SUBJECT: Dental Wellness

1.  The focus of the Fort Lewis Dental Activity is twofold, we must continue to target dental readiness above 95% while striving to achieve the Dental Corps Chief’s vision of 60% Class 1.  This command has consistently met the dental readiness benchmark.  It is now time to direct our efforts to improving our Class 1 situation while maintaining our present dental readiness status.

2.  As we strive to improve upon our Class 1’s, it is important to observe the following dental readiness guidelines:


a.  Soldiers will “rollover” to Class 4 status on the last day of the thirteenth month subsequent to the last recorded annual examination.  Some treatment plans are not completed until four to six months after the exam.  Unless these soldiers receive an updated periodic exam, they will become Class 4 again within six months.  Therefore, as a treatment plan is completed and a soldier’s dental status is upgraded from Class 2 or 3 to Class 1, an annual exam is required.  The need for updated radiographs is a professional choice.  If the patient has no history of proximal carries and the most recent radiographs are only six months old, the existing radiographs may be adequate.


b.  If the soldier is in Class 2, but currently under treatment and the previous exam is approximately eight or more months old an updated exam should be performed.  Again, the need for new radiographs is a professional decision.


c.  If a patient reports to the clinic on sick call and is a Class 4 or Class 2 with an “old” exam, an updated periodic exam is required.


d.  If you have a Commander, Command Sergeant Major, or First Sergeant in the chair, please don’t let them leave the chair without a current print-out, if possible, of their unit’s dental readiness status and a unit roster of soldiers in Class 3 or 4.  Communicate your concern and interest with any soldier that can help us with our mission.  Remind them that dental readiness and dental wellness is more than a check mark on their Unit Status Report.  It is taking care of soldiers!

3.  Thank you for your continued efforts to ensure that the soldiers at Fort Lewis are dentally fit and available for deployment anywhere in the world.

                                                                           //Original Signed//

HENRY C. SEYMOUR

Colonel, Dental Corps

Commanding

