OLMSTED FOUNDATION PROGRAM

CADET’S CLOSING REPORT FORMAT

Funding of the Olmsted Program is contingent upon participating 

cadets writing a one page "Closing Report” describing their Olmsted

experience once they have completed their trip.  

Please complete this requirement by 15 August 2004 and mail report to the address below:


United States Army Cadet Command 


Directorate of Leader Development


ATTN:  Ms. H. L. Johnson


Building 56, 2d Floor

55 Patch Road


Fort Monroe, VA  23651


Address report to: 


Rear Admiral (Ret) Marsh.  


The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation


103 W. Broad Street, suite 330


Falls Church, VA 22046

Below is an example:

My trip to Ecuador through the Olmsted Foundation was one of the most culturally significant events of my life. Through this trip, I was able to interact with cadets from the armies of Ecuador, Chile and Peru as well as 4 cadets from West Point. This experience allowed me to share and compare my viewpoints with foreign cadets on how I perceived South American countries, how they viewed the US and how South American countries viewed each other. We went on to discuss what we perceived as the biggest threat to our nations and discuss the experiences we have in common through our respective armies. In addition, I was also able to view the breathtaking Andes Mountains and the unique animals of the Galapagos Islands. 

Every waking hour, I interacted with cadets from Ecuador, Chile, Peru and the US. I also had conversations with Officers and NCO’s from Ecuador and Chile. During one event to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Ecuadorian Military Academy: Escuela Superior Militar Eloy Alfaro, I was able to meet Colonels from the above-mentioned countries as well as Argentina and Brazil. 

One particular experience that will stay with me forever took place in Baños near the base of a volcano named Tungurahua. After a succulent dinner of filet minion and Chilean red wine, we retired to our hotel with the ingredients for an Ecuadorian favorite, whiskey and soda water. Present were 2 cadets and a Captain from West Point, 4 cadets, a Captain and 2 NCO’s from Ecuador and 2 cadets from Chile. One by one, we went around the table and named at least one thing that we had learned from this experience and how it would impact us. After we each had our turn the topic of conversation shifted to how the soldiers from Ecuador and Chile viewed the US war on terrorism and Iraq. The Ecuadorians seemed a little reserved and did not commend the effort outright. The Chileans, however, agreed with our nation’s stance and commended us on prompt action. They went on to explain how Pinochet had been fighting terrorism and how the rest of the world misconstrued the situation and did not get the facts right. They compared their hero, Pinochet, to George W. Bush and I could feel the respect they had for our Commander in Chief. 

I also had significant social interaction with the civilians of Ecuador. Part of the weeklong celebration commemorating the Academy’s anniversary included a formal dance, during which I had the opportunity to interact with a local girl from Quito for quite some time. The Academy brought local girls from the community to the dance to accompany the visiting cadets and be their date for the night. My date was named Gabriela Lara. We talked much of the night on many topics ranging from the Army to music, school, clothes, life in each other’s countries and much more. We discovered that we had much in common despite our language and cultural differences. In particular, we both want to go to law school. Gabriela spent much of the night teaching me to dance, which is no small feat I might add. By the end of the night, I was able to dance well enough to fit in and we were invited by one of the Ecuadorian cadets to join a large group dance. Several of the cadets told me they liked me because they could tell I was having fun and enjoying their culture. 

The landscapes and wildlife of Ecuador were astounding. During the trip I spent much time in the Andes Mountains visiting it’s pristine lakes, powerful waterfalls and rocky gorges. I was also able to experience the Amazon jungle during a visit to an Ecuadorian Special Forces at the entrance to the Amazon. The soldiers demonstrated some of the war fighting and survival techniques they used in the Amazon and led us on a tour of the jungle, pointing out vegetation they used as antiseptics, snake bite remedies, blood clotting agents, etc. 

At the conclusion of the tour, they had food from the Amazons prepared for us, including monkey, which was quite tasty. Lastly, my trip to the Galapagos was very educational. The first day was spent at the Charles Darwin Foundation viewing the giant tortoises and other evolutionary significant wildlife. 

Some of my other memorable Galapagos experiences were swimming with sea lions, viewing the blue and red footed boobies and penguins that live in the Galapagos.

In short, my trip to Ecuador through the Olmsted Foundation allowed me to expand my knowledge of other cultures and improve my Spanish, all while viewing some of the most beautiful and ecologically significant places on earth. 

