FAQ

List of frequently asked questions for your information and dissemination:

When can I request to retire?

   Once you have completed 20 years of active federal service

   Ref:  AR 635-200 chap 12-7a

When do I have to turn in my retirement application?

  Turn in you application NOT earlier than 12 months prior and not later than 90 days prior to your retirement date.

  Ref: AR 635-200 chap 12-17a

How do I know it I need a waiver?

  If you are promoted to SFC/MSG/SGM/CSM you incur a 2-year service obligation.  If you want to retire before completing the 2-year service obligation, you must request for a waiver.

  Ref:  AR 635-200 chap 12-8d and AR 600-200

  If you just arrived on station, you must have been on station or will have completed 1 year on or before you retire.  If you want to retire prior to that, you must request a waiver for time on station (TOS).

  Ref:  AR 635-200 chap 12-9(1)

If I am on assignment, can I request to retire?

  Yes, if you receive an alert or orders for Permanent change of station (PCS), you may request retirement in lieu of PCS subject to the following conditions. “Soldiers having 19 years, 6 months or more of Active Federal Services (AFS) when notified of PCS, may request a retirement date.”

  Ref:  AR 635-200 chap 12-9a (1)

NOTE:  If the soldier elects to retire, the retirement application (DA Form 2339) must be signed by the soldier, approved, and submitted with in 30 days of receipt of the official alert notification of PCS to HQDA.

Who is the approving authority for my retirement?

  All MSG (P)/SGM/CSM retirement applications are approved by HQDA.  SSG/SFC applications that do NOT require any waivers are approved locally. 

  Ref:  AR 635-200 chap 12-2

When will I get my retirement orders?

  It depends on when you start Permissive TDY (PTDY) or Transition leave, the number of people who are starting PTDY or Transition leave before you.

Which do I take first, my PTDY or Transition leave?

  You must take your Permissive TDY first.

  Ref: AR 600-8-10, section XI, para 4-21 (h)

What is a complete retirement application?

1. DA Form 4187 signed by the PMS.

2. DA Form 31 (approved) requests for transition leave and PTDY, if you are taking PTDY in series, we need a copy of each request.

If I am a MSG (P) and have been selected for the SGM Academy, when can I submit a retirement application?

  Normally, when selected for SGM you are given a class date to attend the SGM Academy and you are told when you must submit your retirement application.

If I come down on assignment instruction after I turn in my retirement application, what will happen?

  If you have a retirement application turned in and you receive reassignment instructions, your retirement application will be approved locally and a copy of your orders will be given to the reassignment section to delete your assignment.

Myth: Once I have orders I am not affected by STOP LOSS.

NO, if there is a stop loss and your MOS is on the list, your orders will be rescinded.  DA will give guidelines on which MOS this will effect.

