DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS YAKIMA TRAINING CENTER

YAKIMA, WASHINGTON 98901-9399
1 April 2004

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

AFZH- YT- CDR
SUBJECT: Yakima Training Center Qutdoor Recreation Policy Statenent

POLI CY STATEMENT # 04-01

1. PURPOSE: This Policy Statenment sets forth the laws and restrictions for hunting
and outdoor recreation activities on the Yakina Training Center (YTC). This Policy

St at enent supersedes Policy Statenment, AFZH YT-CDR #03-01, 1 May 2003, Yakinma Training
Center Hunting Policy Statenent.

2. SCOPE: This Policy Statement applies to all individuals participating in hunting
and outdoor recreation activities on YTC. Al provisions are subject to change by YTC
authorities. The Washi ngton Departnent of Fish and Wldlife (WOFW and YTC Mlitary
Police carry out enforcenent.

3. GENERAL: YTC is open to the public for a variety of recreational activities
i ncl udi ng hunting, bird watching, nountain biking, horseback riding, hiking, and use of
t he Kiddy Fishing Pond.

a. Public access for recreational purposes is admnistered through the YTC
Operations Center, Building T-301. All recreational users except John Wayne
Trail users nust register their vehicles daily at the Visitor Center Pass
Facility (Building 106) and sign in and out in person daily at the Operations
Center.

b. Al recreational users are required to possess a YIC Recreation Orientation
Card. This card is available at YTC after the 2004/2005 YTC Recreational User
Oientation Video has been viewed at the Operations Center. The card is
required and nust be carried at all tines on your person while you are on the
installation. YTC Recreation Cards issued prior to 1 April 2004 are no | onger
val i d.

c. Al recreational users are required to sign in at the Operations Center prior
to entering into Training Areas. Recreational users will be issued a nunbered
vehicl e placard that nust be displayed on the vehicle dash at all tines. After
checking in, recreational users may access the installation only through
desi gnat ed gates (Enclosure 1).

d. Recreational users are not allowed on YTC earlier than two (2) hours before
sunrise and shall be off YTC no later than two (2) hours after sunset.

e. Organized activities, tours, and group events nust be coordi nated and approved
in advance by contacting the YTC Environnment and Natural Resources Division at
(509) 577-3402.

f. YTCis divided into nultiple Training Areas (TA's). A Recreation Map depicting
these TA's and other recreational points of interest is available at the
Qperations Center. Recreational users may register to use up to three (3) TA' s.
These TA's do not have to be contiguous. To gain access to an assigned TA,
travel through other TA's may be permtted, however stopping or hunting in
these areas is not allowed. |If Training Areas or roads through Training Areas
are closed due to mlitary training activity an alternate route nust be used.
Use of closed roads is not permtted. Check with Operations Center personnel at
time of check in to verify access routes and road cl osures.

g. The entire installation or designated portions thereof may be closed to the
public as directed by the Post Commander. TA' s open to the public are



determined on a daily basis. Recreationists can refer to the YTC CQutdoor
Recreation Home Page at www.Tew s. arnmy. mil/yakima Tqr a |ist of TAs closed for
recreation. This list is subject to change and does not alleviate the
requirement to check in.

h. Al notor vehicles entering and | eaving the installation are subject to
inspection without the requirenment of a search warrant. Seat belts mnust be
worn at all tines by all occupants in the vehicle. Driver’'s license, proof of
insurance, and vehicle registration are required for all vehicle operators
while on YTC.

RESTRI CT1 ONS:

a. The following areas are closed to recreational activities:

(1) Inpact Areas, Dud Areas, the Miltipurpose Training Area (MPTR) and the
Mul ti purpose Range Conplex (MPRC). These areas are fenced, marked with
signs, and are extrenely dangerous.

(2) TA's designated as closed by the Operations Center.

(3) The Hof f man Range Conpl ex, whi ch enconpasses Ranges 1, 2, 3, 73, and
the Yaki ma Research Station (Enclosure 2).

(4) The Shoot House and Urban Assault Course located in Training Area 11,
south of Cold Creek Road.

(5) TA's 9, 11, 13, 14, and 15 are closed to all types of recreational
activity between about 1 March and 15 June to protect nesting sage
grouse from di sturbance.

b. For safety reasons the following areas are off limts to the general public.
(1) The Multipurpose Range Conpl ex (MPRC) Surface Danger Zone (Enclosure 1).
(2) The Shotgun/Archery Only Area adjacent to the Cantonnent Area (Enclosure
2).

Access to these areas for recreational purposes is authorized for mlitary
personnel stationed at YTC and authorized civilian personnel working at YTC to
include DOD civilians and Government contract personnel that work at YTC

Per sonnel authorized to access these areas nay be acconpani ed by no nore than
three guests. Authorized personnel are responsible for the actions of their
guests and nust renmmin in direct contact with their guests at all tines.
Failure to do so may result in the loss of hunting privilege for authorized
personnel and their guests.

C. The following restrictions apply to all recreational users at YTC

(1) The John Wayne Trail is off limts to notorized vehicles. Carrying a
| oaded firearmor shooting fromor across the John Wayne Trail is not
permtted.

(2) Siber stake areas are off limts to all vehicles. Colored narkers
mount ed on fence posts mark these areas. The white, yellow, and red
stakes are used to delineate sensitive resource areas and hazardous
areas. Foot travel and hunting in these areas is permtted.

(3) Mdtorcycles, ATVs, and snowmbiles are not allowed in TA's for
recreational purposes. These vehicles may not be transported by trailer
or in another vehicle anywhere on the installation.

(4) Of-road driving for recreation purposes is not permtted.
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(5) Overnight canping and fires are prohibited.

(6) Accessing adjacent private property from YTC while signed in as a
recreational user of YTCis not authorized even with perm ssion from
the affected | andowner. Accessing YTC from adj acent private property
is not permtted.

(7) Conceal ed weapons pernits are not valid on mlitary installations.
Conceal ed weapons may not be carried on YTC. All weapons |legal for
hunting in the state of Washington are legal for hunting on YTC.

(8) Possession of firearns or archery equipnent is allowed only during open
hunting seasons and is unlawful at all other times except as authorized
by the Post Conmander.

(9) It is unlamful to handle, tanper with, or renbve any item of amrunition
or explosives found on YTC. Discovery of amunition or expl osives mnust
be reported to the Qperations Center.

(10) Taki ng pictures of facilities, buildings, mlitary equi pnent or
training activities is prohibited.

(11) Under no circunstances shall any archaeol ogi cal or Native Anerican
cultural site be disturbed in any way. Disturbance of such sites is
puni shabl e under Federal Statute.

(12) Trapping is not pernitted.

(13) I ndividuals found in closed areas will be escorted off the installation
and are subject to prosecution for trespass.

(14)1t is unlamful to litter.

(15)I1t is unlawmful to damage or tanper w th governnent-owned or |eased
property, equiprent, and buildings. Buildings, structures, and
mlitary training devices outside the Cantonnment Area are off linmts.

(16)It is unlawful to renobve soil, gravel, rock, vegetation, or artifacts.

(17) Capturing, attenpting to capture, or renoving any live wildlife species
fromYTC is not pernmitted.

(18) The railroad right-of-way along the Colunbia River is private property.
Access or trespass across this property from YTC is not authorized.

(19) No al coholic beverages are allowed in YTC TA's. Possession of any type
of al coholic beverage is prohibited while in possession of a firearm

(20) Hor seback riders and nountain bikers nust remain on existing roads and
trails.



PRECAUTI ONS:

a.

Troops may be encountered while down range. Recreational users must stay 400
meters fromsoldiers, military vehicles, and equi pment at all tines.

Range road conditions on YTC require extrene caution when driving. Although
two-wheel drive vehicles are permitted on YTC, a 4-wheel drive vehicle

equi pped with chains, a shovel, jack, and a spare tire is recommended. The
governnment has no liability for vehicles damaged on YTC during recreational
activities. Drivers are responsible for retrieval of stranded or disabled
vehi cl es.

Reduce speed when passing di snounted troops and/or parked tactical vehicles.
During hours of darkness, care nust be taken when passing mlitary vehicles as
they may be maneuvering under blackout conditions. Onconing headlights nmay
tenporarily blind the drivers of these vehicles.

HUNTI NG | NFORVATI ON:

a.

Al firearms brought onto the Yakinma Training Center nust be registered with
the Mlitary Police. Registration may be done in person at Building T-301 or

W_{Mﬂw_m_m_l@nter’ s Qutdoor Recreation web page at
. lewis.army. nmil/yaki m.

Al'l regulations set forth in the WOFW Hunti ng Seasons and Rul es are applicable
to YTC except as anmended below. Violations of WDFW Hunti ng Seasons and Rul es
or provisions set forth in this Policy Statement may result in the | oss of
hunting privileges on YTC and penalties that may include crimnal prosecution,
bei ng barred from YTC, and/or disciplinary action under the Uniform Code of
Mlitary Justice for persons subject to that code.

The Cantonnent Area is off limts to hunting. Hunting is not permtted within
200 yards of any building or facility on the installation.

A shotgun only area is | ocated between the Cantonment Area and Range Contr ol
Forward (Enclosure 2). This area is off limts to the public. Access to this
area is limted to authorized personnel as described at paragraph 4(b) of this
Policy Statenent. Hunting in the Shotgun Only Area is limted to archery and
shotguns with shells using number 4 shot or smaller (slugs or shot shell |arger
than nunber 4 are not permitted). Shotguns may be used in other areas of the
installation open to rifles.

Anyone engaged in hunting on YTC nust have in their possession at all tines a
YTC Recreation Orientation Card, valid Washington State hunting |license and all
appl i cabl e stanmps, pernmits and/or tags. Hunters must cooperate fully wth
Mlitary Police, Federal WIldlife Agents, Washington State Gane Protection
Agents, and YTC Wi dlife Biologists.

Bef ore access to YTC is granted, each hunter rmust have in their possession a
bl aze orange garnent if required by WFW 2004-2005 Hunti ng Seasons and Rul es.
Upon request, hunters must produce evidence that they have a bl aze orange
garment. Anyone not wearing an appropriate blaze orange garnent will be cited
by the Mlitary Police or State gane agents and escorted off the reservation.

Training Areas 1-4 are open to all types of falconry. Falconry in all other
areas nust conply with the flying fromthe fist restriction. Hunters are
rem nded that jackrabbit hunting season is closed throughout the state.

Hunters must receive permission fromthe Operations Center before tracking
wounded gane later than two hours after sunset. Hunters nmmy seek perm ssion to
track wounded gane after sunset by calling or stopping at the Operations Center
at 577-3236/3280.

To gain access to assigned TA's, travel through other TA's may be permtted,
however stopping or hunting while in these areas is not allowed. |If TA's or
roads within TA's are closed due to training activity then an alternate route
must be used. Coordinate with Operations Center personnel at tine of check-in
to verify access.


http://www.lewis.army.mil/yakima

No permanent structures (blinds) may be built. Tenporary blinds may be
constructed for hunting, but nust be removed at the end of day. No live or
dead vegetation may be cut for use in construction of a blind

Any gane ani mals (including coyotes) taken on YTC nust be retrieved and
reported to the Operations Center prior to departing YTC. A box is provided at
the Operations Center to submt gane check cards. Hunters are expected to nmake
every reasonable effort to retrieve wounded gane unless the animal travels into
an area that is off limts or onto private property. Tracking a wounded ani nal
into any inpact or dud areas is strictly prohibited under all circunstances.
Hunters must get perm ssion fromthe Qperations Center to enter other closed
areas. Pernission fromprivate | andowners nust be obtained to retrieve gane
fromprivate property.

Trai ning of hunting dogs of any kind is not allowed on YTC from1 February

t hrough 31 August. Dogs may not acconpany deer or elk hunters. |ndividuals are
responsi ble for the actions of their dogs. Dogs must be on a | eash or under the
owner's direct control

Scouting for game prior to hunting season is encouraged and pernmitted on the
installation. Al access procedures nust be foll owed.

Hunters may use horses while hunting or scouting on YTC. For the safety of the
horse and rider, riding is restricted to existing roads and trails except when
retrieving gane.

KI DDY FI SHI NG POND:

a.

The Kiddy Fishing Pond, located in the Cantonnment Area, is available for
children 2 to 14 years of age. The pond is stocked tw ce annually and
general ly open from May t hrough Cctober

Users of the Kiddy Fishing Pond will be issued a day pass at the Visitor
Center Pass Facility that must be displayed in the vehicle s w ndshield.

Ki ddy Pond users do not need to view the Qutdoor Recreation Video or check in
at the QOperations Center.

Catch is linmted to three (3) fish per day per child. Any fish caught must be
kept .

Swinming in the pond is prohibited.

Cleaning fish in the pond is prohibited.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

a. Policies and procedures regarding the use of the John Wayne Trail are found in
the John Wayne Trail Policy Statement, AFZH-YT-CD #03-02, 13 March 2003.

b. Additional informaticn concerning recreaticnal activities on YTC can ke
obtained by visiting the YTC Outdoor Recreation web site at
|www.lewis.army.mil/yakima lor by calling the Environment and Natural Resources
Division at (509) 577-3402.

%/M_*
Micha¢l S. Williams
LTE,; 8F

COMMANDING

Enclosures
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U5 Ammy- Takima Traimng Center
Authorized Entry Pounts and Hunong Restnichons
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