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                  14th  COMBAT  ENGINEER                 
    BATTALION  ASSOC.   

    JULY  2002  NEWSLETTER

FROM OUR LEADER –LORD STANLEY
[image: image4.wmf]We servicemen know that in the Army, nothing is forever, especially duty assignments.  It is with heavy heart that I must report that on 14 June 2002 a Change of Command took place at our Battalion. LTC Setliff and CSM Falaniko have received new assignments but at this point we do not know where.  We owe these two men so much for the support and encouragement they have given our Association since it’s beginning.  A farewell message from LTC Setliff appears elsewhere in this newsletter.  We will miss them.

LTC Clarence Turner has taken command of the Battalion. CSM Wade Kerr will ably assist him.  Their complete information is contained in Addenda No 2.  We look forward to their association and assistance to our rugged veteran engineers.

MEMBERSHIP
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Our pace of growth continues and we are hovering around the 300 number. Addenda No 2 to the Master Roster is enclosed showing new members since April 1st with changes that members have sent in.  You will receive a new Addendum each time a newsletter comes out during the year.  Attach these sheets to your master roster.

THE FINAL ROLL CALL

On 7 May, we received a letter from Marie Stangel, daughter of our member Joseph Stangel of Oak Lawn, IL.  She writes, I’m sorry to inform you that my father, Joseph, has passed away on April 13th.  He suffered a 31/2-month battle with lung cancer.  He also served in the Army for 30 years, retiring in June.   Our condolences go the family of this fine veteran.

DUES – THE MOMENT OF TRUTH

[image: image6.wmf]Dues have pretty well stopped coming in for some reason that we find hard to understand. Only 84 of approximately 300 members have paid their 2002 dues, which is around 27%.  At this rate, it will be difficult to get out 4 newsletters a year.

The annual dues are $25, which are used to carry out the mission of this Association, 

for the benefit of all members. If you can’t afford the $25 then send what you can.  Please make your check payable to the 14th Combat Engineer Battalion Assoc. and mail it to the Assoc. Secretary, Bob Balcerzak. 

If you need motivation here are a couple letters we have received.

During May 2002 Susan Miller Cook wrote:  

Enclosed you will find a check for the annual dues to the 14th Combat Association for member Edgar Miller, Sr. I am his daughter and I am doing this for a small gift for his 70th birthday.  I have the privilege of reading the newsletters when he receives them.  I feel this is a great organization and by paying his dues I feel I am contributing to a cause that will keep my family’s and my country’s history alive.  You see, since he joined the association I have learned about my father’s time in Korea and the 14th Combat Engineers.  I want to thank you for this opportunity. 
Late in 2001 we received this from a member whose name we cannot reveal.

Received your letter and newsletter.  Here are my dues in the amount of $100 for the years, 2001,2002,2003,2004.  I hope they help.  I might be incarcerated and make only 42cents per hour but I still would like to be part of something great.  My hat off to those who want to make a difference.  My hat off to the board who are making things happen. 

FROM THE ASSOC. HISTORIAN

More Excerpts from Army Reports  
May 1951 (Korea) -  Co A receives the Meritorious Unit Commendation along with a captured Bull from the First ROK Division in acknowledgement of their superb support of the Division during it’s advance north of Seoul. 

1965 (Ft Bragg) – The 14th furnished support for the 82nd Airborne during the Dominican Crisis.  Several water supply trucks with personnel, along with interpreters, were in the Dominican Republic.  Many others were at Seymour Johnson AFB outloading equipment and supplies.

June 1970 (Vietnam) – The Military Police report the 14th had fewer vehicle accidents and other violations compared to all other military units.  The 

Provost Marshal attributes this to the superior training received by the Engineer vehicle drivers.

Billy Gray, Historian
BATTALION SOUVENIRS

If all works out as planned, we will have a good supply of Battalion hats, golf shirts, mugs and other gifts for sale at the KC reunion.

FROM THE TROOPS

Dick Brauer, Reunion VP, informs us we must be making our hotel and event registrations NOW.  It will be September before you know it and we want everyone housed at the same hotel.  Our block of rooms will be held only until August 15th.                                                                                                                   Hotel and event reservation info is enclosed. 

In case you missed it in Addenda 2, our member Ronald Johnson has been promoted from Brigadier to Major General.  Congratulations General.

Member Charles Grimshaw is looking for Sgt. Elmer Hilton.  They served together in Korea 50/51.

James Eisele and wife came up on TDY from Flordia to Radcliff, KY to help build homes thru the Habitat for Humanity Program.  Can’t wait to get finished-says it’s too dam cold up here-reminds him too much of Korea.

[image: image7.wmf]It has been my distinct honor to serve as the Battalion Commander of the most decorated Engineer Battalion on active duty, a distinction earned by the work and sacrifice of many distinguished “rugged” soldiers of the past and especially members of the Association. Thanks to all the former members of the Rugged Battalion for what you have done to earn this Battalion such a tremendous reputation.  You are all our heroes.  My Command Sergeant Major CSM Falaniko, and I are moving on and turning the command of this Battalion over to LTC Dave Turner and CSM Wade Kerr. Two tremendous soldiers who will proudly carry on this Battalion’s tradition of excellence.  It has been a pleasure meeting the members of the Association and I look forward to continuing with the relationship in the future.  CSM Falaniko and I wish all the members of the 14th Combat Engineer Battalion Association the best of luck in the future.  We are both proud to be associated with such fine men.  Your service will always be admired-and I assure you never forgotten.  

Very Respectfully---and Stay Rugged
LTC Skip Setliff

*****************************************
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MEMORIES
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ALL ABOUT THE 2002 14 CEB REUNION IN KANSAS CITY,  KA.

SEPTEMBER 19, 20, 21 – 2002

We have extended the reunion to 3 days this year and it will be held at the Wyndham Garden Hotel, which is located in Overland Park, a suburb of Kansas City in the State of Kansas.  It is easily accessible by car, plane or train.  Our basic itinerary is as follows.  Those that register will get a more complete one later on.

Thursday, 19 September

Check in and register this day.    Assoc. Officers Meeting to be scheduled. There will be an Assoc. Hospitality Room at night.  Lunch and dinner will be on your own and there is a lot of entertainment close by. 

Friday, 20 September

Free hot breakfast buffet.  At 0930 there will be a bus tour available to old KC, Truman’s home, the Museum etc.  There will also be a lot of shopping & entertainment for those that want to go off on their own.  Lunch and dinner will be on your own and the Assoc. Hospitality Room will be open at night. Late registrations will also be handled then. 

Saturday, 21 September

Free hot breakfast buffet.  At 0900 the Annual Association Meeting starts with annual reports, discussions, motions, resolutions-2003 Reunion etc.  At 1200 lunch will be on your own with the meeting reconvening at 1330.  We will handle election of officers, the group picture and whatever else comes before the membership.  At 1900 we will have the Annual Association Dinner Buffet followed again by the Hospitality Room.

Sunday, 22 September

Free hot breakfast buffet followed by checkout and farewell to old and new friends with plans for next year.

SOME GENERAL NOTES  

· The free breakfast buffet includes made to order omelets, waffles, bacon, eggs, potatoes as well as a variety of fresh fruit, Danishes, coffee and juices.

· The Hospitality Room will be a cash bar with the bartender and snacks being furnished by the Hotel at no charge.

· The Assoc. Banquet Buffet includes Caesar salad, London broil, Glazed chicken breasts, Roasted Pork loin w/ caramelized bourbon apples, rice pilaf, roasted garlic potatoes, fresh seasonal vegetables, rolls, dessert, coffee and iced tea.  Wine and dinner drinks will be available for purchase.

· There will be a lot of prizes raffled off during the entire weekend so bring lots of dollar bills.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS

NO LATER THAN AUGUST 15TH, 2002, you must call the Wyndham Garden Hotel direct to make your own reservations.  The phone numbers are 1-800-996-3426 or 1-913-383-2550.  You must inform them you are with the 14th Combat Engineers Reunion -  (Group Code 12294EC) to get the special room rate.   This room rate is $67.00 per night plus tax for a single or double and includes the full hot breakfast buffet each day.  King and double beds are available at your request. This special rate is available to our group for extended stays from 9/15 to 9/24.  We have a limited number of rooms available to us so you should make your reservations as soon as possible.  This will require a credit card guarantee but cancellations will be accepted with out penalty up to 72 hours prior to arrival.
CAR RENTALS

If you need to rent a car at the reunion Avis has assigned a specific AWD discount no. J991889 to our group.  You can call them directly with this AWD number a 1-800-331-1600 for a good rental deal.

ANY QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS

Contact Bob Balcerzak  716-439-0897  (EST)  or  rbalcerzak@juno.com
NEED HELP FROM OUR VIETNAM VETS!!

A Pennsylvania veterans advocate has contacted us.  A former member of our Battalion, Charles Reed of Harrisburgh PA has filed a claim for PTS, which has been denied.   He was in Nam during 66/67 and witnessed the death of a soldier and wounding of others when a booby trap exploded on a road they were clearing in support of the 101st Abn.  The VA is requiring that Mr. Reed come up with the name of the soldier killed.  If anyone has knowledge of this incident and the name of the KIA individual, please notify our Association Secretary.
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1954 Winter in Korea

At least there was no snow removal in Vietnam
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