  BEAR MESSAGE 02-03                 
  

  

    10 APRIL 2002

SUBJECT:  BEAR NEWSLETTER NUMBER 02-03 

1.  THIS MESSAGE SUPERSEDES PREVIOUS BEAR PROGRAM NEWSLETTERS.

2.  SOLDIERS MUST BE SPC OR HIGHER, ADDITIONAL GRADE REQUIREMENTS FOLLOW:

    A.  SGT AND BELOW, THE APPROPRIATE RANK COLUMN FOR PMOS (AS SHOWN IN CURRENT PERSCOM IN/OUT CALLS MESSAGE) MUST SHOW N/N OR N/Y AT CURRENT GRADE.

    B.  SSG, THE APPROPRIATE RANK COLUMN FOR PMOS MUST REFLECT N/Y.

    C.  SOLDIER MUST BE ELIGIBLE TO EXTEND TO COMPLETE 24 MONTHS AFTER COMPLETION OF TRAINING AND BE ELIGIBLE TO REENLIST FOR THREE YEARS UPON GRADUATION WITHOUT EXCEEDING RCP.  

3.  PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THE EXCEPTIONS FOR THE IN/OUT CALLS HAVE CHANGED.   EXCEPTIONS TO PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE ARE LISTED BELOW:

    A.  SOLDIERS IN THE RANK OF PFC, WHO HAVE THREE YEARS OR LESS ACTIVE FEDERAL SERVICE AT ETS AND NO MORE THAN 25 MONTHS ACTIVE FEDERAL SERVICE AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION MAY APPLY

    B.  SOLDIERS REQUESTING MOS 00B, 52E, 55D, 97B, 98G OR CMF 18 MAY REQUEST ENTRY INTO THE BEAR PROGRAM REGARDLESS OF THEIR IN/OUT CALL STATUS.

       NOTE:  SOLDIERS SERVING IN CMF 18 ON A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT ENLISTMENT ARE NOT AUTHORIZED RETRAINING UNDER THE BEAR PROGRAM UNLESS APPLYING FOR MOS 18D OR 18E. 

    C. AIRBORNE QUALIFIED SOLDIERS ASSIGNED TO THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR EXCEPTION TO THE IN/OUT CALL MESSAGE.  SEE AR 601-280, PARA 6-5D(2).  

4.  SOLDIERS, OTHER THAN INITIAL TERM, MUST NOT HAVE BEEN ALERTED FOR REASSIGNMENT AT THE TIME REQUEST IS RECEIVED AT PERSCOM.

5.  MOS' NOT LISTED IN PARAGRAPH 6 WILL BE PROCESSED FOR BEAR EXTENSIONS AT THE INSTALLATION.  THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT TO PROCESS REQUESTS FOR THESE MOS' TO PERSCOM.  IT IS THE LOCAL COUNSELOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THE SOLDIER MEETS ALL QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE MOS, BEAR PARTICIPATION AND BONUS ENTITLEMENT. 

6.  REQUESTS FOR THE FOLLOWING MOS' WILL BE SUBMITTED TO RMB ON THE "BEAR" HOTFORM UNDER HOTLINE CATEGORY "BEAR".  00B, CMF 18, 31C W/"P,V,S", 31F,  37F, 52E, 54B SPC (P) W/PLDC AND ABOVE, 55D, 91WM6,  91PM5, 91M, 91V,  92R, 96B, 97B, 97E (ALL LANGUAGES) AND 98G (ALL LANGUAGES).  HOTLINE REQUESTS WILL BE FORWARDED THROUGH THE INSTALLATION SENIOR RETENTION NCO WHO WILL VERIFY THAT THE SOLDIER IS:

     A. QUALIFIED FOR BEAR PARTICIPATION 

     B. MEETS THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE REQUESTED MOS IAW APPLICABLE REGULATIONS AND THE RETAIN MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FILE 

7.  A COPY OF ALL DOCUMENTS FOR SOLDIERS REQUESTING 52E TRAINING WILL BE MAILED TO:

       COMMANDER

       HHC, 249TH ENGINEER BN (PRIME POWER) ATTN: NILIA

       BUILDING 1416, JACKSON LOOP      

       FORT BELVOIR, VA  22060-5516.

8.  THE CLASS IV (INITIAL) FLIGHT PHYSICAL IS THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE PHYSICAL FOR MOS 93C AND MUST BE APPROVED BY THE FLIGHT SURGEON PHYSICAL REVIEW BOARD AT FORT RUCKER PRIOR TO REQUESTING THE BEAR.  THE COUNSELOR MUST ENSURE THIS PHYSICAL IS WITHIN ONE YEAR OF ARRIVAL AT THE SCHOO (SEE RMB MSG 00-20).

SOLDIERS MUST ALSO POSSES, AT A MINIMUM, A SECRET SECURITY CLEARANCE PRIOR TO ATTENDING TRAINING. 

9.  SEE AR 611-75 PARA 2.2 FOR MOS 00B QUALIFICATIONS.  QUESTIONS CONCERNING APPLICATION FOR MOS 00B SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE NAVAL DIVE SCHOOL ARMY LIAISON OFFICE AT DSN: 436-5261/7050.  THE PACKET FOR SOLDIERS REQUESTING MOS 00B WILL BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

     U.S. ARMY LIAISON OFFICE

     NAVAL DIVING AND SALVAGE TRAINING CENTER

     PANAMA CITY, FL 32407-7019

10.  THE FOLLOWING MOS ARE INCREASED OR ADDED TO THE BEAR PROGRAM EFFECTIVE 1 APR 02:

MOS/TITLE
SPC
SGT
SSG

31C W/"P,V,S"
1.5A
1A/1B/0
0/1B/0

37F PSYOP SP
1.5A
1.5A/1.5B/0
1.5A/1.5B/0

45E M1 TANK TURRET MECH
0.5A
0.5A/0/0
0/0/0

52E PRIME POWER PROD SP (SGT(P) AND BELOW)
2A
3A/3B/0
3A/3B/0

63Y TRACK VEHICLE MECH
1A
1A/0.5B/0
0/0/0

91M HOSP FOOD SERVICE SP
0.5A
0/0/0
0/0/0

91V RESPIRATORY SP (SPC NON-P AND BELOW)
1.5A
0/0/0
0/0/0

97B COUNTER INTELL AGENT
0
1A/2.5B/0
1A/2.5B/1C

97E KP (SPC-SGT)
3A
3.5A/3B/0
0/0/0

97E PF (SPC-SGT)
3A
3.5A/3B/0
0/0/0

97E RU
3A
2A/2B/0
3A/3B/0

11.  THE FOLLOWING MOS ARE DECREASED OR TERMINATED IN THE BEAR PROGRAM EFFECTIVE 28 APR 02:

MOS/TITLE
SPC
SGT
SSG

14T PATRIOT LS ENH OP/MNT (SPC(P) AND BELOW)
2A
2A/1B/0
2A/1B/0

31C W/"P,V,S"
1.5A
1A/1B/0
0/1B/0

31F NETWORK SW SYS OP/MAINT
0.5A
0.5A/1.5B/0
0.5A/1.5B/0

91P W/"M5" (SPC NON-P AND BELOW)
1A
0/0/0
0/0/0

97E FR (SPC-SGT)
2A
2A/2B/0
0/0/0

98G AD (ALL DIALECTS)
2A
2.5A/2.5B.0
2.5A/2.5B/0

12.  THE FOLLOWING MOS ARE IN THE BEAR PROGRAM AS OF 28 APR 02:

MOS/TITLE
SPC
SGT
SSG

00B DIVER (SPC NON-P AND BELOW)
3A
0/0/0
0/0/0

11B INFANTRYMAN
1.5A
1.5A/0/0
1.5A/0/0

13B CANNON CRWMEM
1A
1A/0/0
1A/0/0

13D FA TCT DATA SYS SP
1A
1A/0/0
0/0/0

13F FIRE SUP SP (SPC-SGT)
1A
1A/0/0
0/0/0

13P MLRS/FIRE DIR SP
1A
1A/0.5B/0
1A/0.5B/0

13R FA FF RDR OP
3A
3A/0.5B/0
3A/0.5B/0

14E PATRIOT OP/MNT (SPC(P) AND BELOW)
3A
3A/0/0
0/0/0

14J AD C4I TAC OPNS CEN ENH OP
1A
1A/0/0
1A/0/0

14R BRADLEY LNBKR CRWMAN
2A
2A/0/0
0/0/0

14T PATRIOT LS ENH OP/MNT (SPC(P) AND BELOW)
2A
2A/1B/0
2A/1B/0

18B SF  WEAPONS SERGEANT
1A
1A/1B/1C
1A/1B/1C

18C SF ENGINEER SERGEANT
1A
1A/1B/1C
1A/1B/1C

18D SF MED SERGEANT (SPC-SSG)
2A
2A/2B/1C
2A/2B/1C

18E SF COMMO SERGEANT
2A
2A/2B/1C
2A/2B/1C

19D CAVALRY SCOUT (SGT NON-P AND BELOW)
1A
1A/0.5B/0
0/0/0

31C W/"P,V,S"
1.5A
1A/1B/0
0/1B/0

31F NETWORK SW SYS OP/MAINT
0.5A
0.5A/1.5B/0
0.5A/1.5B/0

31L CABLE SYS INST/MAINT
0.5A
0.5A/0/0
0.5A/0/0

31R MCHAN XMSN SYS OP/MNT
2A
2A/1B/0
2A/1B/0

37F PSYOP SP
1.5A
1.5A/1.5B/0
1.5A/1.5B/0

45E M1 TANK TURRET MECH
0.5A
0.5A/0/0
0/0/0

52E PRIME POWER PROD SP (SGT(P) AND BELOW)
2A
3A/3B/0
3A/3B/0

54B CHEM OPNS SP
1.5A
1.5A/0/0
1A/0/0

55D EOD SP (SPC AND SPC(P))
2A
2A/1.5B/0
0/0/0

63A ABRAMS TANK SYS
0.5A
0/0/0
0/0/0

63Y TRACK VEHICLE MECH
1A
1A/0.5B/0
0/0/0

77F PETRO SUP SP
1A
1A/0/0
1A/0/0

91M HOSP FOOD SERVICE SP
0.5A
0/0/0
0/0/0

91P W/"M5" (SPC NON-P AND BELOW)
1A
0/0/0
0/0/0

91V RESPIRATORY SP (SPC NON-P AND BELOW)
1.5A
0/0/0
0/0/0

91W W/"M6" (SPC NON-P ONLY)
2A
0/0/0
0/0/0

92G FOOD SERVICE SP
1A
1A/1B/0
0/0/0

92R PARACHUTE RIGGER
2A
2A/0/0
0/0/0

93C ATC OP (SGT NON-P AND BELOW)
1A
1A/1B/0
0/0/0

96B INTELL ANALYST
0.5A
1.5A/1.5B/0
1.5A/1.5B/0

97B COUNTER INTELL AGENT
0
1A/2.5B/0
1A/2.5B/1C

97E FR (SPC-SGT)
2A
2A/2B/0
0/0/0

97E KP (SPC-SGT)
3A
3.5A/3B/0
0/0/0

97E PF (SPC-SGT)
3A
3.5A/3B/0
0/0/0

97E RU
3A
2A/2B/0
3A/3B/0

97E SC (SGT ONLY)
0
1A/1B/0
0/0/0

98C SIGNALS INTELL ANALYST
3.5A
3.5A/3.5B/0
3.5A/3.5B/1C

98G AD (ALL DIALECTS)
2A
2.5A/2.5B.0
2.5A/2.5B/0

98G CM (SPC-SSG)
3A
3A/2B/0
3A/2B/0

98G FR (SPC-SSG)
2A
2A/2B/0
2A/2B/0

98G KP
4A
4A/3B/0
4A/3B/0

98G PF
2A
3A/3B/0
3A/3B/0

98G SC
3A
3A/3B/0
3A/3B/0

13.  EXTENSION ELIGIBILITY MUST BE ESTABLISHED UNDER BEAR REASON CODE "A4" BEFORE BEAR APPLICATIONS CAN BE PROCCESSED.

14.  REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDANCE FOR ENTRY INTO CMF 18:

    A. SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF SPECIAL FORCES ASSESSMENT AND SELECTION (SFAS) COURSE IS REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE AT ALL SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING COURSES.  SOLDIERS' SERVING IN OCONUS LONG TOUR AREAS WILL ATTEND IN A TDY AND RETURN STATUS.  THOSE SOLDIERS SERVING IN SHORT TOUR AREAS WILL BE SCHEDULED FOR SFAS AND SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING AT DEROS.

    B.  SOLDIERS COMPLETING SFAS TRAINING WILL BE AWARDED A PMOS BY THE GATE II SELECTION BOARD.  SOLDIERS APPLYING FOR CMF 18 WILL BE MADE AWARE THAT THE SELECTION BOARD CAN CHANGE THE REQUESTING SOLDIER'S MOS.  SOLDIERS WILL BE COUNSELED THAT UPON ARRIVAL FOR SF TRAINING, THEY MUST IDENTIFY THEMSELVES AS BEAR RECIPIENTS TO PREVENT THE SCHOOL FROM CHANGING THEIR DESIGNATED MOS TRAINING ON THE EXTENSION AGREEMENT.  IF THE SCHOOL CHANGES MOS TRAINING DATES, THE SOLDIER MUST CONTACT THE INSTALLATION RETENTION OFFICE.

15.  SOLDIERS ARE AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT BEAR APPLICATION 15 MONTHS PRIOR TO ETS.  SOLDIERS REQUESTING CMF 18 MOS ARE AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT BEAR APPLICATION 24 MONTHS PRIOR TO ETS.

16. POINT OF CONTACT IS SFC RIVEST AT DSN: 221-6948.                                   

END OF BEAR MESSAGE 02-03                                  

